
HOW TO BE A LAZY GARDENER 

PLAN for LOWER MAINTENANCE:  Maintenance needs in the landscape are closely tied to the design.  Turf requires more maintenance than other types of 
landscape plants.  Flowers are also relatively high in maintenance needs, while groundcovers require slightly less care.  Shrubs and trees require the least 
maintenance. 

Planning before planting or redesigning your garden can prevent maintenance headaches for years to come.  Some things to consider are:  (1) Reducing garden 
size, (2) Minimizing labor-intensive plantings and (3) Increasing hardscape or mulched areas. 

Plants grouped into beds require less care than individual specimens. 

Group plants with similar needs.  Allow enough space for each plant to grow to its full size without constant 
pruning to keep it in bounds.    

Make beds large and sweeping.  Combine several small beds into a large one to reduce mowing time.  Avoid sharp 
angles.  Gradual curves are easier to mow and more aesthetically pleasing to the eye.  If you have several trees 
close together in the lawn, consider creating a large bed around them.  This will save time mowing and edging 
around each trunk and provide a place to toss the leaves as a natural mulch.  Sidewalks, fences and edging around 
beds should be designed to minimize the amount of hand trimming necessary.  Avoid sharp corners or narrow 
strips that mowers can't reach.  Keep pots and raised beds close to a watering source.  

SELECT PLANTS for LOWER MAINTENANCE:  Following the advice “Right Plant, Right Place” will reduce maintenance.   Assess the amount of sun and shade, kind 
of soil and drainage, and select plants that will thrive in that location.   

A combination of ornamental grasses and native wildflowers backed by Viburnum shrubs makes an attractive 
low-maintenance border adapted to dry, sunny conditions.  

Select lower maintenance plants that need very little division or deadheading and can withstand summer 
heat and occasional drought.  The ideal low-maintenance plant has a moderate growth rate, few pest 
problems, and produces no messy fruits, pods or shedding branches.  Don’t plant invasive plants such as mint 
or bamboo.   Select long blooming and long-lived perennials.  

To reduce the need to plant annuals every year, use flowering trees and shrubs, and shrubs with colorful or 
variegated foliage.   Save annuals for areas of high impact, or put them into containers.   Another idea for 
high impact but lower maintenance color is to plant small trees and shrubs that can remain in a container all 
year.   Underplant the container tree or shrub with annuals that you change out in spring and fall.   Also include perennials in the container plantings.  

A lawn doesn’t have to be grass.  Consider replacing the turf in problem spots such as shady, hot, or dry areas with a ground cover that thrives under those 
conditions.  Check with the extension service for a list of appropriate ground covers.  For deep shade, consider allowing moss to carpet the ground instead of 
trying to grow grass.  



 

WATER SMART:   Consider using drip irrigation, both in your planting beds and containers, and use a timer to automate your watering chores.   In your 
containers use  water retaining polymer crystals that release the moisture as the soil dries out.  These water retaining crystals can also be used when planting in 
the ground.  For example, when planting water thirsty annuals like impatiens, use the crystals to reduce the amount of watering they need.  

FERTILIZE SMART:   Fertilize in moderation and consider the use of a time release fertilizer.   Base fertilization programs on soil test results.  Recycle as many 
nutrients as possible on site by leaving clippings on the lawn and applying leaf mulch compost to planting beds.  Over-fertilization leads to excessive growth that 
needs frequent pruning.  Excessive fertilization may also force growth that will be more susceptible to insect and disease attack.  To easily apply granular 
fertilizer around plants (without having to bend over), place a funnel into the end of a PVC pipe.  Pour the desired amount of fertilizer into the funnel as you 
move the PVC pipe around the plant. 

FOLLOW SMART PRACTICES to REDUCE WEED GROWTH:   Start with preventing weeds from germinating.  For lawns apply preemergent when forsythia is in 
bloom and then again in September or October.   For ornamental planting beds apply in late winter and again in mid-July.   Do not use if you will be planting 
seeds and, as always, read and follow label directions because there may be some plants around which you cannot use a preemergent.  

Plant things close together to shade out weeds, and avoid turning the soil, which exposes dormant weed seeds to sunlight.   Apply mulch heavily and do NOT 
turn the mulch as this will expose dormant weed seeds.   To keep from having to reapply mulch yearly consider using a ground cover as a “Living Mulch.” 
Examples are: pachysandra, ajuga, English ivy, mazus, creeping raspberry, monkey and mondo grass, periwinkle, candytuft, creeping thyme, asiatic jasmine, 
jasmine, holly fern, autumn fern, and creeping Jenny. 

Tolerate some weeds in your lawn. Think of them as wildflowers that are good for the pollinators!   

Weed weekly so weeds don’t get out of control.  Don’t let weeds go to seed.  Weed after a rain, or wet the ground before weeding, so it is easier 

to pull out all the weed’s roots.  

PICK SMART TOOLS:  Consider digging planting holes for bulbs, and even annuals and more, with an auger that fits a cordless drill.  You 
can add an extension pole to the auger so that you can dig holes without bending over.  Use a heavy duty, long handled grabber to pick 
up sticks, etc.  Use a yard waste container with a flat bottom on one side so you can lay the flat side on the ground and then just rake 
garden debris directly into the container.    

PRACTICE SMART MAINTENANCE: Have a schedule for what to do and when to do it.  

Check plants for disease and insect outbreaks regularly.  Problems are much easier to control if caught early while they are affecting only 
a small area.  Take care of pruning needs when the problem first develops to keep the pruning job from becoming more major.   When mowing the lawn, use a 
mulching blade and don’t bag clippings.   Don’t rake fallen leaves on lawn.  Instead, mow using a mulching blade.  

REFERENCES: https://ag.tennessee.edu/tnyards........https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/lawn-alternatives........https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/low-
maintenance-landscape-ideas   

https://www.familyhandyman.com/landscaping/weed-killer-tips/
https://ag.tennessee.edu/tnyards
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/lawn-alternatives

