
After the 

Flood is Over 

Are you tired of all of the rain? 

The Mid-South has been 

saturated with a record 

amount of rainfall recently. I 

hope it is true that April 

showers bring May flowers! 

My backyard is starting to look 

like a swamp. Because of all of 

the moisture, I have sedges (kyllinga and nutsedge) growing like crazy on 

my Bermuda lawn. Broad leaf weeds are multiplying in my flowerbeds. 

The Mississippi river is expected to crest in Memphis just under the record 

set during the 1937 flood. How do you recover from a flooded landscape? 

Once the flood waters have receded the landscape will be covered in thick 

silt and it may even have a raw sewage smell which indicates a lack of 

oxygen in the soil. If you wash the silt off of evergreen plants, it will be 

beneficial for survival and re-growth. You can wash the silt off with a 

solution of one tablespoon of dish washing liquid per gallon of water in a 

garden sprayer. Do not pressure wash your plants because it can result in 

further damage to the leaf and stem areas.  

Before you get out into your landscape you may want to wait until it dries 

out. Once it does, remove trash, debris or any uprooted plants. Most of 

your deciduous landscape plants will defoliate immediately after a flood. 

Chinese Hollies which are hardy evergreen plants may hold on to their 

leaves. Many of the plants will be appear to look dead. Most native trees, 

shrubs, perennials and hardy bulbs have shown good survival rates after 

two weeks under flood waters. Crape myrtles and Chinese holly are good 

examples of plants that have good recovery skills after a flood. Plants that 

have low survival rates include Japanese Holly, Japanese Boxwood, 

Indian Hawthorn, Nandina and hybrid azaleas. These plants typically do 

not like “wet feet”. 

Ripping out your landscape and starting from scratch after a flood can be 

expensive. Before you run out and start pulling up all of your plants, you 



may want to give nature an opportunity to rejuvenate. There is a chance 

that your landscape may at least partially recover. 

Do not fertilize your trees and shrubs with a high nitrogen fertilizer. Test 

your soil to determine whether you would need to fertilize it. Understand 

that your flooded trees and shrubs may undergo shock and may be 

experiencing a forced dormancy. 

Bermuda grass has a great resiliency to flooding. Even after being under 

flood water for four weeks, Bermuda can respond with re-growth when a 

general maintenance and management regime has been resumed after a 

drying out period. Be sure to remove sediment and trash before mowing. 

Remember to remove only about 1/3 of the leaf blade at this time. One-half 

pound of nitrogen per 1,000 sq ft will encourage turf recovery and then 

follow your normal cultural practices. 

Remember that salvaging your flooded landscape will take time and 

patience.  

Now if it would just stop raining so that we can dry out!  

Until next time, happy gardening! 
                                                     

 

                                                                  
 

 

                                                           


