
 

Container Gardening is really catching on! 

The popularity of container gardening has exploded. Container gardens make sense 

in an urban environment where people have limited space and time.  Containers 

allow you to enjoy plants in places that would otherwise prove impractical.  

Containers allow the gardener to provide instant color anywhere and throughout 

the season.   

Let’s look at a few reasons why you should consider container gardening: 

 You want to express your gardening ideas and creativity 

 Your gardening space is limited 

 Your time for gardening is limited 

 Your mobility may be limited 

 Your gardening site is unsuitable for growing desirable plants due to soil 

conditions, lack of sun, or other environmental factors 

Plants can be grown in just about any container.  Some examples of these containers 

are:  buckets, pots, hanging baskets, wire baskets lined with sphagnum moss, 

concrete planters, planter boxes, whiskey barrels, tubs, bushel baskets, tires or an 

old boot.   Obviously some of these containers are more suitable and durable than 

others. 

Here are some tips for container selection: 



 It must have a hole in the bottom for adequate drainage 

 It must be large enough to hold a growing medium for mature plants to 

grow 

 The type of container used depends on the location and the plant selected – 

avoid dark colored pots in full sun, terra cotta and other porous containers 

that wick water away from plants 

 Container color can be coordinated with plant color, or decorated to match 

or contrast 

 Consider weight factor just in case you want to move the container around 

Potting mixture should be well drained but will also keep the plants from drying 

out.  That is the most important key to successful container gardening.  The best 

growing mixture is one that is soilless – which are free of weeds, disease and 

insects.  These are generally lightweight and porous, allowing for a well-drained yet 

moisture retentive mix.  Premixed growing media are commercially available. 

Watering is the most critical and time-consuming job in container gardening, 

especially as plants mature and roots crowd the container.  Generally plants grown 

in full sun require watering two to three times per week.  Mature plants may 

require water once or twice daily during hot summer days. 

Selecting the plants for a container is the element of container gardening that nearly 

everyone enjoys the most!  Your container garden is a living flower arrangement 

with roots.  Just one kind of plant in a container is the simplest to maintain.  Plants 

that thrive in like soil, have similar watering requirements, and require the same 

lighting conditions make successful combinations.  Consider size, texture, 

proportion, color, setting and lighting when combining plants. 

Container gardens are ideal for busy gardeners in a metropolitan area where space 

is a premium.  Whether you are a novice gardener or a seasoned professional, 

container gardening is an imaginative way to add color and impact to your porch, 

patio, deck, balcony or rooftop.  

Until next time, happy gardening! 

                                                                                  


