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2027 Speakers Bureau 
Memphis Area Master Gardeners 

Looking for a speaker? The Memphis Area Master Gardeners extend to the community speakers 

with diverse and timely horticultural topics for presentation to interested groups, schools and 

clubs. A minimum of three weeks advance notice is required. Every attempt will be made to 

respond to each request. Include your contact information, the group name, the location of the 

meeting and the expected attendance numbers. 

Memphis Area Master Gardeners have a wide range of garden and landscape expertise. Topics 

include Perennials, Container Gardens and Garden Critters, just to name a few. 
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Container & Indoor Gardening 

Boomerang Plants  

Discover which plants thrive both indoors and outdoors and how to transition them between 

seasons. Get practical tips on caring for houseplants after bringing them back inside. 

Container Gardening  

Gain insights into growing plants in containers, from selecting the right pots and soil to watering 

and maintenance. Perfect for small-space gardening or adding color to patios and balconies. 

Container Plants  

Explore plant options for both indoor and outdoor containers. Learn about selection, planting, 

common problems, and care tips for thriving container plants. 

Houseplants  

Learn how to select and care for houseplants, from low-light varieties to high-humidity lovers. 

Discover troubleshooting tips for common indoor plant issues. 

Terrariums: Gardening Under Glass  

Discover how to create and maintain a self-sustaining terrarium. Learn the principles of 

humidity control, plant selection, and aesthetic design. 

Flowers, Cutting Gardens & Floral Design 

Backyard Flower Farming — A Deep Dive  

Dream of stepping outside your back door and cutting armloads of fresh flowers? Take a deep 

dive into small-scale flower farming designed for the home gardener. Whether you’re a beginner, 

want to grow enough blooms to share generously, or are curious about selling a few bouquets, 

you’ll learn a practical approach to creating a productive “micro flower farm” in a typical 

residential landscape. This system keeps things intentionally simple: raised beds, outdoor 

growing with occasional low tunnels, indoor seed starting with soil blocks and grow lights, 

succession planting to maximize space, no tilling, minimal tools and supplies, and practical 

techniques home gardeners can actually use. 
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Cool Flowers  

Sweet peas, foxglove, delphinium, Sweet William and those romantic “Nantucket-style” flowers 

can’t be grown successfully in the Mid-South…right? Wrong! The secret is understanding hardy 

annuals and our very different planting calendar. Learn what to plant, when to plant it, and how 

to help these cool-season beauties thrive so your spring garden can be absolutely sensational. 

Creating a Beautiful Home Cutting Garden  

A spectacular spring and summer cutting garden starts long before the first bouquet is picked. 

Learn what you can do during the off-season to create a thriving, productive, and beautiful home 

cutting garden. We’ll cover smart start-up strategies, seed starting, garden preparation, best 

practices, and design inspiration for growing an abundance of flowers—and even food—without 

spending a fortune. A little pre-season planning can take your garden to an entirely new level. 

Designing Florals from Your Home Garden  

Your garden can be your own personal flower shop. Learn which seasonal flowers, foliage, 

branches, herbs, and other garden treasures make wonderful cut arrangements; discover simple 

floral mechanics; and gather ideas for responsibly foraging natural elements and using 

unexpected vessels and containers. The program concludes with a nature-inspired floral design 

demonstration filled with ideas you can recreate at home. 

Fall Container Plantings That Are Long Lasting  

Create fall containers that look beautiful for more than a few weeks. Explore fresh plant and 

color combinations that celebrate autumn while transitioning gracefully into late fall, winter, and 

even early spring. You’ll leave with practical planting recipes and design ideas you can recreate 

at home. 

Flower Preservation  

Discover creative ways to preserve flowers, including drying techniques and crafts like flower 

pounding. Optional hands-on workshops available. 

Growing To Show — Competing in Flower Shows  

Curious about entering an NGC flower show but not quite sure where to begin? This friendly, 

beginner-focused program takes away the intimidation by explaining how a flower show 

works—from horticulture and floral design to the other sections you may encounter. Learn what 

exhibitors need to know, what judges are looking for, how to prepare and present your entries, 

and simple ways to start growing with a future show in mind. You don’t have to be an expert to 

participate—sometimes you just need someone to show you how to get started. 

Introduction to Flower Arranging  

A basic introduction to creating a flower design using basic design principles. Create a flower 

arrangement for your table or as a centerpiece and impress your guests. This talk could also be 

catered to provide holiday designs for fall, Christmas etc. 
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Summer Containers that Transition into Fall  

Why completely replant your containers when a few smart choices can carry them beautifully 

from summer into fall? Learn how to design summer containers with long-lasting plants, foliage, 

and color combinations that provide a strong foundation for the next season. Then discover how 

a few strategic swaps and additions can refresh the look for fall—saving time, money, and 

perfectly good plants while keeping your containers looking their best. 

Garden Care & Hands-On Skills 

Hypertufa Workshop  

A hands-on session demonstrating how to make hypertufa containers. Participants create their 

own planters in this fun, messy workshop. 

Leaf Casting Workshop  

Learn the art of casting leaves in cement to create unique garden decorations. Participants create 

their own leaf casts in this hands-on session. 

Pruning  

Master the art of pruning with tips on shaping, maintenance, and seasonal care. Learn how to 

keep your shrubs and trees healthy and attractive. 

Tip Pruning and Pruning Tips for a Fabulous Garden  

Demystify the when, why, and how of pruning. Learn the best techniques to encourage healthy 

growth and enhance your garden’s beauty. 

Garden Design, Landscaping & Trees 

Cottage Style Gardens — Where Flowers Spill Over, Rules Relax and Beauty Grows Wild  

Love the romantic look of a garden where flowers tumble over paths, plants mingle freely, and 

everything feels collected rather than overly planned? Take a closer look at cottage garden style 

and learn how structure, repetition, generous planting, vertical accents, pathways, and a relaxed 

mix of flowers, herbs, shrubs, and edibles create that irresistible sense of abundance. We’ll 

explore ways to capture the charm of a cottage garden in the Mid-South—without letting 

“relaxed” turn into chaos. 

Creating Captivating Curb Appeal  

Transform your home’s front yard into an inviting and eye-catching space with simple yet 

impactful design ideas. 

Creating Year-Round Character in the Garden  

Get tips on designing a garden with continuous seasonal interest using plant selection, layering, 

and structural elements. 
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English and Cottage Garden Ideas and Inspiration  

Dreaming of an English-inspired garden? Explore the enduring appeal of English and cottage 

garden styles, the design elements that define each, and the important differences between them. 

From structure and pathways to plant combinations and romantic abundance, you’ll gather ideas 

for adapting these classic looks to a Mid-South home garden—and deciding which style best fits 

your property and personality. 

Four Seasons of Splendor – Talk on the Cordova Library Arboretum  

Take a virtual tour through the Cordova Library Arboretum, exploring its diverse collection of 

trees and their seasonal beauty. 

Garden UP!  

Explore the world of vertical gardening, including trellises, living walls, and space-saving 

techniques for small gardens. 

Joy of Winter Gardening  

Discover how to maintain a beautiful garden during the colder months with winter-friendly 

plants, shrubs, and vegetables. 

Landscaping Tips  

Learn the history and fundamentals of home landscaping, from plant selection to garden design. 

Right Tree - Right Place  

Choosing the right tree for your space is essential for long-term success. Learn how to select, 

plant, and care for trees that thrive in your landscape. 

Simple Turf Grass Maintenance for Memphis  

Learn how to maintain a lush, healthy lawn with simple, cost-effective care techniques. Explore 

alternatives for low-maintenance landscapes. 

Specialized Styles of Gardening  

There is more than one way to make a garden—and sometimes discovering a new gardening 

style can completely change how you grow. Explore a variety of specialized approaches, 

including raised-bed gardening, winter sowing, and other distinctive garden styles and 

techniques. For each, we’ll look at defining characteristics, practical recommendations for 

success, and gardeners and experts worth following. Come ready to discover a style—or a new 

idea—that might be just right for your own garden. 

The Art and Practice of Espalier  

Discover the decorative and space-saving technique of training trees and shrubs against walls or 

trellises. Learn the basics of shaping plants for a unique garden feature. 
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The Layered Garden  

How do you create a garden that feels full, interesting, and beautiful in every season? Tour Manor 

Woods Garden, a suburban Shelby County garden developed layer by layer over time, and 

discover the design ideas behind its year-round appeal. Learn how trees, shrubs, perennials, 

bulbs, annuals, containers, and garden accents can work together—and how to build a similarly 

collected, layered look in your own garden gradually and on a realistic budget. 

The Making of Manor Woods Garden  

How does an ordinary suburban property evolve into a garden that attracts thousands of visitors 

from across the region and beyond? Take a behind-the-scenes journey through the making of 

Manor Woods Garden in Shelby County—from its earliest projects and experiments to the 

layered, productive, wildlife-friendly garden it has become today. Along the way, discover the 

successes, mistakes, changes, and lessons learned over years of gardening in the Mid-South. 

More than a garden tour, this is the story of how a garden grows over time—and inspiration for 

imagining what your own garden might become. 

Where Do I Start? 8 Steps to Your Dream Landscape  

Follow a structured approach to designing a personalized landscape that meets your style, needs, 

and gardening experience. 

Garden Education & Special Audiences 

Beekeeping  

Explore the fundamentals of beekeeping, including hive management, honey production, and 

pollination benefits. 

Beekeeping in Your Backyard  

Learn how to start and maintain a backyard apiary in an urban or suburban setting. Observation 

hives may be available for demonstration. 

Honeybees  

Dive into the history and challenges of beekeeping, from colony collapse disorder to habitat loss. 

Understand the crucial role hobbyist beekeepers play in pollinator conservation. 

Starting a School Garden  

Discover the benefits of school gardens for children’s education and well-being. Learn how to set 

up and sustain a thriving school garden program. 

Unconventional Beekeeping  

Discover alternative beekeeping methods, including top-bar hives and natural hive management 

techniques. Learn how to keep bees in a cost-effective and sustainable way. 
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What Does a Master Gardener Do?  

Discover the roles and responsibilities of Master Gardeners and how they contribute to the 

community. 

What is Master Gardening All About?  

Learn about the Master Gardener program, its purpose, and how to become involved. 

What is Soil Worth?  

Teach kids about the importance of healthy soil through engaging activities. Students will plant 

seeds and explore the role of soil in plant growth. 

Youth Education  

Engage children in gardening through hands-on, interactive learning. Learn techniques for 

getting kids excited about nature and outdoor activities. 

Garden History, Culture & Community 

12 Ways to Transform Your Community  

Learn simple yet impactful beautification ideas to enhance your neighborhood. Perfect for 

garden clubs and community groups looking to foster community pride. 

Cooper-Young Garden Walk Peek  

Take a virtual tour through creative and quirky gardens from the Cooper-Young neighborhood. 

Get a sneak peek at upcoming events and garden inspirations. 

Gardening Folklore  

Explore traditional gardening wisdom, superstitions, and myths. Discover whether old wives' 

tales hold any scientific merit. 

Lessons Learned from Garden Tours  

Gain insights from past garden tours, including planning, common challenges, and what makes a 

garden tour successful. 

Plant Legends and Myths  

Uncover the fascinating folklore and mythology behind various plants from different cultures 

around the world. 

Scarecrows: Facts and Lore to Historical Perspective  

Explore the cultural significance of scarecrows throughout history and how they have been used 

in agriculture and folklore. 
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Some Plants of the Bible and the Holy Land  

Learn about the historical and religious significance of plants mentioned in the Bible and their 

modern botanical counterparts. 

The Language of Flowers  

Discover the hidden meanings behind flowers and how they have been used for communication 

throughout history. Learn the symbolism of various blooms. 

The Rural or Garden Cemetery Movement  

Learn about the history of garden cemeteries and how they shaped urban landscapes. Discover 

the connection between horticulture and cemetery design. 

Gardening Basics & Know-How 

2026–27 Garden Trends and New Popular Plants  

What’s changing in the garden world—and which ideas are worth bringing home to the 901? 

Explore emerging 2026–27 garden trends, fresh design ideas, and noteworthy new plants with 

potential for Mid-South landscapes. We’ll also look at plant-sourcing options and useful online 

gardening resources so you can keep the inspiration going long after the program ends. 

Basics of Botany  

Explore the fundamental principles of botany, including the structure and function of roots, 

stems, leaves, and the differences between monocots and dicots. This session provides a 

foundational understanding of plant biology for gardeners of all levels. 

Best Tips and Practices to Make Gardening Easier  

Want to garden smarter, solve common problems, and save a little time and money along the 

way? This practical, conversational program shares a gardener’s “bag of tricks”—favorite tools, 

techniques, shortcuts, problem-solvers, and best practices that make everyday gardening easier. 

Bring your questions and come ready to pick up ideas you can use in your own garden right 

away. 

Dig In Your Way: Exploring the Many Types of Gardening  

From raised beds to hydroponics, container gardens to vertical systems—there’s a gardening 

style for every lifestyle. This engaging session explores diverse gardening methods, including 

their benefits, limitations, and which ones suit different spaces and goals. Perfect for anyone 

ready to find their gardening groove. 

From Minimus to Maximus – All Plant Names Lead to Latin!  

Dive into the world of botanical Latin and uncover the meanings behind plant names. This 

session combines horticulture, mythology, and history for an engaging experience. 
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Garden Safety  

Stay safe in the garden with tips on handling tools, chemicals, and environmental hazards. Learn 

how to prevent injuries and protect your plants. 

Gardening Myths  

Separate fact from fiction as we debunk popular gardening myths. Understand the science 

behind common gardening advice and discover what truly works for a thriving garden. 

Grow Smarter with Artificial Intelligence  

You don’t need to be a technology expert to use AI! In this beginner-friendly introduction, we’ll 

learn what AI is and explore simple ways it can help in the garden—from identifying plants and 

answering gardening questions to planning what to grow and solving common garden problems. 

Prepare Your Garden for a Long Winter's Nap  

This presentation will provide tips and techniques for winterizing your garden in the Mid-South. 

Topics that will be discussed include weeding, watering, protecting tender plants, cleaning and 

storing tools and planting bulbs. 

Weedless Gardening  

Reduce your time spent weeding with effective, low-maintenance gardening techniques. Learn 

four key principles to keep weeds at bay while promoting a healthier garden. 

Wicked Plants  

Explore fascinating  

They're creepy. They're crawly.And they love to play  

Learn the benefits of harvesting and saving seeds from your garden. Get tips on proper 

collection, storage, and germination techniques. 

Biointensive Gardening  

What if a small garden could produce much more than you think? Biointensive gardening focuses 

on making every square foot work harder through close spacing, succession planting, healthy 

soil, thoughtful crop selection, and efficient use of raised-bed space. Learn practical techniques 

for growing an abundance of flowers, herbs, and vegetables in a surprisingly small footprint—

while reducing wasted space, unnecessary work, and inputs. 

Companion Plants – Certified Naturally Grown vs. USDA Organic  

Learn about the different organic certification systems and how companion planting can improve 

your garden’s productivity and health. 

Connie's Cocktail Garden  

This detailed presentation describes what to plant and how to use certain plants/herbs to create 

tantalizing mocktails and/or cocktails right from your garden! Includes a tasting experience. 
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Fall Harvest Magic: Extending Your Growing Season  

Don’t pack up your tools just yet! Fall gardening is one of the best-kept secrets for homegrown 

success. In this session, we’ll cover hardy vegetables, succession planting, frost protection, and 

soil care techniques that keep your garden productive well into the cooler months. 

Fall Vegetable Gardening  

Extend your growing season with cool-weather crops. Learn what vegetables thrive in fall and 

how to protect them from pests and frost. 

Garden to Thrive: Growing Wellness from the Ground Up  

Discover how growing your own food can be a powerful tool for personal wellness. This 

presentation explores the connection between soil, food, and health—uncovering how backyard 

gardening supports nutrient-rich meals, stress reduction, physical activity, and sustainable 

living. Whether you have a patio or a plot of land, you’ll leave inspired to turn your garden into a 

healing space. 

Herbally Ever After: The Art of Growing and Using Herbs  

Step into the world of aromatic, flavorful, and healing plants. Learn how to grow common 

culinary and medicinal herbs, tips for harvesting and storing, and ways to use them in teas, 

meals, and natural remedies. Whether in pots or garden beds, herbs are small plants with big 

benefits. 

Seed Starting 101: From Tiny Seeds to Thriving Plants  

Unlock the magic of seed starting and gain the confidence to grow your garden from scratch! This 

hands-on presentation covers the basics of germination, lighting, soil mixes, timing, and 

transplanting. You’ll walk away with practical know-how and the tools to nurture plants from 

their very beginning. 

Spring into Freshness: A Beginner’s Guide to Spring Vegetable Gardening  

Learn how to make the most of the vibrant spring growing season! From cool-weather crops to 

soil prep and timing, this presentation covers what to plant, when to plant it, and how to get your 

garden off to a flourishing start. Ideal for both new and seasoned gardeners looking to refresh 

their spring routines. 

Take Your Garden to the Next Level and Save $$$$ Through Seed Starting  

Want more plants, more unusual varieties, and more garden for your money? Seed starting can 

completely change what you’re able to grow. Learn practical techniques for starting seeds 

indoors and outdoors—from choosing supplies and sowing seeds to growing strong transplants 

ready for the garden. We’ll compare several seed-starting methods and show how this one skill 

can help you create a more distinctive, abundant, all-season flower and vegetable garden on a 

budget. 
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The Case for Growing in Raised Beds  

Want a productive garden but have limited space, little time for weeding, or simply want 

gardening to be easier on your back and knees? Raised beds may be the answer. Learn how to 

plan, build, fill, plant, and maintain a raised-bed garden in almost any sunny space. We’ll cover 

practical bed-building choices, soil, plant selection, flowers and vegetables, and simple 

techniques that can help even beginning gardeners enjoy an abundant harvest with less effort. 

The Robust Kitchen Garden in a Small Space  

Turn the traditional backyard vegetable patch into a beautiful garden you’ll want to see every 

day. A thoughtfully designed kitchen garden combines attractive raised beds, organized 

geometry, intensive planting, and easy access to create a space that is both productive and 

stylish. Learn how even a small area can provide fresh vegetables, herbs, edible flowers, and 

seasonal beauty while becoming an intentional part of your home landscape. 

Winter Seed Starting — A Game Changer for Every Gardener  

What if you could start more flowers, vegetables, and native plants in winter—without filling 

every windowsill in the house? Discover simple winter seed-starting techniques that use the 

season to your advantage. We’ll explore what to sow, when to sow it, and practical methods for 

getting a jump on the growing season with less equipment, less fuss, and very little expense. For 

gardeners who love growing from seed, this may be the game changer you’ve been waiting for. 

Plants for the Mid-South 

Gardening with Bulbs  

With a little planning—and a little work at the right time of year—bulbs can deliver some of the 

biggest “WOW” moments in the garden. Learn how to source great bulbs, plant them efficiently, 

and design with bulbs in drifts, layers, containers, entry gardens, and perennial beds for 

maximum seasonal impact. We’ll also explore favorite corms, tubers, and rhizomes and how to 

use them successfully in the Mid-South. 

Growing Dahlias in the 901  

Dahlias are among the most spectacular cut flowers you can grow—yet they’re still surprisingly 

uncommon in Mid-South home gardens. Let’s change that. With an extraordinary range of colors, 

forms, and sizes, dahlias can bloom from midsummer until frost and provide armloads of flowers 

for cutting and sharing. Learn practical techniques for growing dahlias in the 901, including site 

and soil preparation, when and how to plant tubers, seasonal care, favorite varieties, and helpful 

sources. 

Incorporating Native Plants Into Your Garden — Even Your Front Yard Garden  

Native plants don’t have to mean a wild or unruly landscape. Explore beautiful, garden-worthy 

native plants that can feel right at home in even the most visible front-yard garden. We’ll focus 

on plants selected for ornamental value, manageable size, good garden behavior, longevity, and 

wildlife benefits—and look at practical ways to combine them with the plants you already love. If 
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you’re ready to start or expand a native plant garden without sacrificing curb appeal, this class is 

for you. 

Inspiration for Growing in the Shade  

Think shade is a gardening limitation? Think again. Discover beautiful plants that thrive in part 

sun, dappled light, and shade, and learn how to use foliage, texture, color, and seasonal layers to 

create a garden with year-round interest. You may leave seeing the shady parts of your 

landscape as some of your garden’s best opportunities. 

Growing Roses in the 901  

Have you given up on roses because they seem too fussy, disease-prone, or dependent on sprays? 

It may be time to try again. Discover rose varieties that are better suited to the 901, along with 

practical growing advice and design ideas for combining roses with perennials, herbs, and other 

companion plants. This class offers a fresh, more garden-friendly approach to enjoying one of 

our most beloved flowers. 

Low-Maintenance Perennials and Shrubs for the 901  

Designed for beginners—and busy gardeners. You can have a beautiful landscape without 

spending every spare hour maintaining it. Explore reliable, top-performing perennials and 

shrubs for the 901, including great choices for both sun and shade. We’ll focus on plants that 

deliver color, texture, seasonal interest, and strong garden performance with less fuss. 

Peony: The Grand Matriarch of the Garden  

Learn about the different types of peonies and how to grow these stunning, long-lived flowers. 

Get tips on planting, care, and maintenance for optimal blooms. 

Techniques for Growing Woody Ornamentals — Growing Beautiful Trees and Shrubs in 

the Mid-South  

Trees and shrubs form the backbone of a beautiful landscape—but good results begin long 

before the first shovel of soil is moved. Learn practical, research-based techniques for selecting, 

planting, establishing, pruning, mulching, and caring for woody ornamentals in the Mid-South. 

We’ll look at common mistakes, better practices, and how thoughtful plant selection and early 

care can help trees and shrubs become healthier, longer-lived, and more beautiful additions to 

the landscape. 

The Allure of Moon Vines: A Deep Dive into a Beloved Nocturnal Twiner  

This presentation on moon vines highlights the beauty and benefits of growing these nocturnal 

plants, including their appeal to nighttime pollinators and their striking sight and scent. It covers 

practical gardening tips, basic botany, and seed harvesting, while also touching on taxonomy and 

personal significance. 
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Top Native Plant Performers for the 901  

Designed for beginners. Native plants are showing up everywhere—but which ones really 

perform well in Mid-South gardens? Take a look at dependable native perennials, shrubs, and 

trees for the 901, with ideas for choosing the right plant for the right place and blending natives 

into an existing landscape. You’ll leave with a practical plant list and plenty of inspiration for 

getting started. 

Twelve Months of Blooms for the Memphis Garden  

Explore a selection of plants that ensure continuous color in your garden year-round, including 

those that bloom during the cooler months. 

Sustainable, Wildlife & Water-Wise Gardening 

Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden  

Create a pollinator-friendly garden by selecting the right plants. Learn about nectar and host 

plants and how to support butterflies, bees, and other beneficial pollinators. 

Backyard Critters  

Identify common garden wildlife and learn how to encourage the beneficial ones while deterring 

pests. 

Creative Ways to Recycle Right  

Discover fun and innovative ways to upcycle everyday items into useful projects. Great for 

families, schools, and community groups. 

Ecological Gardening — A New Approach  

What if your garden could be both beautiful and a thriving part of the local ecosystem? Ecological 

gardening invites us to design with nature—supporting pollinators and other wildlife, building 

healthier soil, managing rainwater, and making thoughtful plant and maintenance choices. This 

introductory class explores practical ways to begin transforming a traditional home landscape 

into an attractive, resilient garden that gives something back to the environment. 

Environmental Awareness  

Explore the beauty of nature and the importance of conservation. Learn how soil, water, and 

plant life work together to sustain our planet. 

From Seed to Stewardship — Growing Resilient Gardens in the Mid-South  

A resilient garden isn’t created with a single plant or practice—it grows from a series of smart 

choices. Follow the journey from starting a seed to creating a productive, beautiful garden that 

can better handle the challenges of the Mid-South. We’ll explore seed starting, biointensive 

raised beds, smart plant selection, pollinator habitat, and sustainable garden practices that work 

together to conserve resources, support biodiversity, and create a garden built to thrive. 
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Intro to Drip Irrigation  

Learn how to set up an efficient drip irrigation system to keep your plants hydrated while 

conserving water. Discover the benefits of automated watering for gardens and potted plants. 

Make Friends with Good Bugs  

Discover the benefits of natural pest control by attracting beneficial insects. Learn how to create 

a balanced ecosystem in your garden. 

Monarch Way Stations for an Epic Migration  

Learn how to create a certified Monarch Way Station to support migrating monarch butterflies. 

Discover plant recommendations and habitat requirements. 

Native Pollinators—It’s Not Just About the Honeybee  

Explore the role of native pollinators beyond honeybees and how habitat loss is impacting them. 

Learn what you can do to support diverse pollinator populations. 

Rain Gardens  

Understand the science behind rain gardens and how they help manage stormwater runoff. 

Learn creative ways to incorporate them into your landscape. 

Rain Gardens I  

Participate in a hands-on workshop to install a rain garden. Learn about site selection, plant 

choices, and long-term maintenance. 

Rain Gardens II  

A one-hour introduction to the principles and benefits of rain gardens. Learn how they 

contribute to sustainable landscaping. 

Recycle Right and Be Good Stewards of Our Environment  

Understand the importance of proper recycling and how to minimize waste. Learn best practices 

for recycling different materials in your community. 

Rethinking the Lawn  

Explore alternatives to traditional high-maintenance lawns. Learn how to reduce grass areas, 

incorporate native plants, and create a more sustainable landscape. 

Simple Ways to Avoid Mosquitoes  

Learn about the mosquito species that bite people in Memphis, including larval breeding sites, 

diurnal periodicity, flight strength and range, adult resting behavior, biological control, larvicides 

and adulticides. The importance and means of large scale avoidance of mosquitoes is illustrated 

by description of the work of the U.S. Public Health Service during the building of the Panama 

Canal 1904-1914. 
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Tennessee Smart Yards Program  

Discover how the UT Extension-led Tennessee Smart Yards program can help you create a 

beautiful landscape that is healthier for your family, your community, and the environment. Built 

around nine practical principles of stewardship, the program offers research-based guidance for 

making smarter choices about plants, water, soil, wildlife, and landscape care. This presentation 

provides an engaging overview of the program and a guided tour of the free online resources 

available to Tennessee gardeners—no expert gardening experience required. 

The Magic of Water in the Garden  
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Recommended Sessions by Season 

Spring 

• Creating a Beautiful Home Cutting Garden  

• Seed Starting 101: From Tiny Seeds to Thriving Plants 

• Spring into Freshness: A Beginner’s Guide to Spring Vegetable Gardening 

Summer 

• Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden 

• Backyard Flower Farming — A Deep Dive 

• Designing Florals from Your Home Garden  

• Make Friends with Good Bugs 

• Native Pollinators—It’s Not Just About the Honeybee 

• Simple Ways to Avoid Mosquitoes 

• The Robust Kitchen Garden in a Small Space 

Fall 

• Fall Container Plantings That Are Long Lasting 

• Fall Harvest Magic: Extending Your Growing Season 

• Fall Vegetable Gardening 

• Gardening with Bulbs 

• Prepare Your Garden for a Long Winter’s Nap 

Winter 

• Joy of Winter Gardening 

• Winter Seed Starting — A Game Changer for Every Gardener 

Year-Round 

• 12 Ways to Transform Your Community 

• 2026–27 Garden Trends and New Popular Plants 

• Advantages to Saving Your Own Seed 

• Backyard Critters 

• Basics of Botany 

• Beekeeping 

• Beekeeping in Your Backyard 

• Best Tips and Practices to Make Gardening Easier 

• Boomerang Plants 

• Connie's Cocktail Garden 

• Container Gardening 

• Container Plants 

• Cool Flowers 
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• Cooper-Young Garden Walk Peek 

• Creating Captivating Curb Appeal 

• Creating Year-Round Character in the Garden 

• Creative Ways to Recycle Right 

• Dig In Your Way: Exploring the Many Types of Gardening 

• Ecological Gardening — A New Approach 

• English and Cottage Garden Ideas and Inspiration 

• Environmental Awareness 

• Flower Preservation 

• Four Seasons of Splendor – Talk on the Cordova Library Arboretum 

• From Minimus to Maximus – All Plant Names Lead to Latin! 

• Garden Safety 

• Garden to Thrive: Growing Wellness from the Ground Up 

• Garden UP! 

• Gardening Folklore 

• Gardening Myths 

• Grow Smarter with Artificial Intelligence  

• Growing Dahlias in the 901 

• Growing Roses in the 901 

• Honeybees 

• Houseplants 

• Hypertufa Workshop 

• Incorporating Native Plants Into Your Garden — Even Your Front Yard Garden 

• Inspiration for Growing in the Shade 

• Intro to Drip Irrigation 

• Introduction to Flower Arranging 

• Landscaping Tips 

• Leaf Casting Workshop 

• Lessons Learned from Garden Tours 

• Low-Maintenance Perennials and Shrubs for the 901 

• Monarch Way Stations for an Epic Migration 

• Peony: The Grand Matriarch of the Garden 

• Plant Legends and Myths 

• Pruning 

• Rain Gardens 

• Rain Gardens I 

• Rain Gardens II 

• Recycle Right and Be Good Stewards of Our Environment 

• Rethinking the Lawn 

• Right Tree - Right Place 

• Scarecrows: Facts and Lore to Historical Perspective 
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• Simple Turf Grass Maintenance for Memphis 

• Some Plants of the Bible and the Holy Land 

• Starting a School Garden 

• Tennessee Smart Yards Program 

• Terrariums: Gardening Under Glass 

• The Allure of Moon Vines: A Deep Dive into a Beloved Nocturnal Twiner 

• The Art and Practice of Espalier 

• The Case for Growing in Raised Beds 

• The Language of Flowers 

• The Layered Garden 

• The Magic of Water in the Garden 

• The Rural or Garden Cemetery Movement 

• Tip Pruning and Pruning Tips for a Fabulous Garden 

• Top Native Plant Performers for the 901 

• Twelve Months of Blooms for the Memphis Garden 

• Unconventional Beekeeping 

• Weedless Gardening 

• What Does a Master Gardener Do? 

• What is Master Gardening All About? 

• What is Soil Worth? 

• Where Do I Start? 8 Steps to Your Dream Landscape 

• Wicked Plants 

• Worms: The Good. The Bad. The Dirty. 

• Youth Education 


